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Life at LIFE
Aquarium with freshwater fish in Café Væksthuset
Now Café Væksthuset is home not only to humans, dogs and plants, but also to fish. Professor Kurt Bauchmann
from the Department of Disease Biology has sent the following to eLIFE:
Students taking the course on Aquaculture have not only been active in the laboratory but also in the field. In
Café Væksthuset, they have now established a 250 l aquarium with gravel, plants and Danish freshwater fish.
You can watch and be impressed by tenches, roaches, bleaks and crucian carp swimming happily around in the
aquarium. All the fish come from Danish waters. The project was carried out with the help of a donation (the
aquarium) from Denmark Aquarium in Charlottenlund and the hard work of the students. The young
aquaculturalists are generally very interested in fish and couldn’t resist the temptation to contribute to the
atmosphere of Væksthuset with some of the things they hold dear. Thomas Hagner from the café has been kind
enough to make space available for the project, and the hope is that it can be expanded in future to also be
able to demonstrate sustainable systems and the principles of the aquatic environment. The students are part

of the inter-Nordic collaboration that also includes the MSc in Aquaculture study programme, which has been
established under the NOVA University Network.
Gudrun Lau Bjerno, glb@life.ku.dk – latest update 8 October 2008

Danish Royalty visited University Hospital for Large Animals
As part of the official opening of Scandinavia’s newest University Hospital for Large Animals, HRH Princess
Benedikte visited the large animal hospital on 8 October.
HRH Princess Benedikte is very interested in horses as is her daughter Princess Nathalie zu Sayn-Wittgenstein,
who won a bronze medal in dressage at this year’s Olympics.
The tour included a simulated operation in one of the ultramodern operating theatres, where 1,000-kg
anesthetised horses are hoisted on to the operating table using specially constructed cranes. They also viewed
one of the specially designed examination rooms with a treadmill for horses, where the animals’ heart and lung
capacity can be assessed while they run a top speed.
Eva Kjer Hansen, Danish Minister for Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, Jørgen Honoré, Director of the University
of Copenhagen, and Dean Per Holten-Andersen also took part in the tour. The tour was led by Susanne Nautrup
Olsen, clinical manager, while Professor Pia Haubro Fischer presented the operating facilities.
Gudrun Lau Bjerno, glb@life.ku.dk – latest update 9 October 2008

The Horrors of the Gardens
Although the Faculty Gardens is normally delightfully pleasant with its many beautiful flowers, it also has its
shady and ominous sides, at least if you take a closer look at the Danish plant names.
Let’s start out carefully with the ‘animals’ where we have the well-known ‘bear's claw’ (hogweed), and some
may recognise the ‘monkey’s horror’ (money-puzzle), which comes from Chile where it can grow up to 40
metres tall, although here in Denmark it normally only reaches about 10 metres. But have you ever heard of
‘tiger’s jaws’ which is a succulent from the deserts of South Africa and gets its name from its sharp teeth-like
leaves.
Catching your hand on a tiger’s jaw is no fun. And for all you spider lovers, the Gardens are also home to a
spider flower with its summer flowers with long, spindly legs that move in the breeze.
From ‘animals’ we move to ‘fairytales’ with ‘dragon heads’ that raise their foaming mouths in the spring in the
form of 30-cm long flowers that actually stink and attract flies. The ‘dragon blood tree’ is a native of the Canary
Islands and West Africa where it can grow to a ripe old age. If the tree is wounded, it seeps blood-red sap. This
sap hardens easily, and it is said that the Knights of the Crusades brought pieces of hardened dragon’s blood
back with them to impress their landsmen.
Witch-hazel produces little bewitching fruits and is unique in that it flowers in various shades of yellow in the
middle of winter.
Now we leave ‘fairytales’ to move on to ‘poison ivy’. Native to North America, it was used by American Indians
to lace their arrows, but it has also been used for peaceful purposes, such as to remove warts.

‘Garden’s plague’ (creeping bellflower) can be a pestilence in any garden because it sends extremely long
shoots underground in all directions.
The ‘tree murderer’ (oriental bittersweet) with its beautiful orange fruit, grows like a vine in the tops of other
trees and strangles its host.
The ‘ivy strangler’ is a member of the broomrape family and makes you think of the Boston Strangler. It is a
parasitic plant that does not produce chlorophyll, but lives a hidden life underground, sending only its flowers
up through the ivy. There are actually only five species of broomrape in Denmark, and they are all extremely
rare.
Then there is another frightening group. Everyone knows about the damnable dandelion, but we also have a
‘devil in the bush’ (nigella) which is an annual with tiny little devil’s horns on its seed pods.
The ‘devil’s walking stick’ (Chinese angelica tree) has long stems as thick as walking sticks and covered in sharp
thorns. The ‘devil tree’ (false holly) is an evergreen that grows about 3 metres tall and has thorny leaves,
hence its name in Danish. Its flowers actually have a lovely scent.
I have given ‘Mother-in-law’s sharp tongue’ (snake plant) its very own group because it is debatable whether it
belongs with the devilish plants or the blood-dripping plants. Regardless of its classification, however, it is an
extremely hardy plant and nearly impossible to kill.
‘Bluebeard’ sounds ominous if you are acquainted with the story of the violent nobleman who killed all six of his
wives one after the other because they were too curious. But it was a fateful day when Bluebeard married his
seventh wife as he was killed by the brother of the bride.
The ‘fate tree’ (clerodendrum) produces extremely beautiful flowers in autumn. The common Danish name of
the bush has its historical roots in the fact that it was used for a variety of medicinal purposes, but fate rather
than the treatment usually determined the outcome.
And now it gets even spookier, so any children who are reading this should probably stop here. The ‘blood
beech’ (purple beech) in our Gardens is not nearly as bloody as some of its cousins, so you have to go out into
the light to see its red crown. But we have other bloody plants like the ‘blood of Christ’, also known as the
fuchsia. Now there are only actually few species of fuchsia that can survive Danish winters, but the ‘bleeding
heart’ (liana) has no chance outdoors in the winter as it is a native of West Africa. Its Danish name is a very
precise description of the blood-red drop that peeks out of the white heart-shaped flower.
The ‘dead man’s finger’ (blue sausage fruit) can make the hairs on the back of your neck rise if you feel the
long, blue fruit on a cold autumn morning.
But let’s put a lid on all this horror with the Chinese coffin tree (China fir), which can grow up to 15 metres tall
in its home country. It is said that in China they plant one when a child is born and when that person’s time is
up again, the tree can be used for the coffin. As a perfect conclusion to this sad story, I call you attention to our
weeping cypress.
The Faculty Gardens contain much more than horrors, however, so I will now leave all that is sinister behind
and again allow the sun to shine on the Gardens with the ‘Mexican sunflower’, the classic ‘sunflower’ and the
‘sun button’ (zinnia) with their bright yellow colours and names that speak for themselves.

And now I will round off with a lovely late-summer vision of the Gardens filled with ‘naked virgins’ (autumn
crocus), although they only last for a week or two. And when the virgins wither you can almost hear angels
singing, so why not conclude with the ‘angel’s trumpet’.
Kim Greiner, Senior Gardener
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Announcements
OK 08: Pay news
The new collective agreements that enter into force on 1 October 2008 entail a variety of changes pertaining to
pay. As the individual collective agreements become available, HR will provide information on the changes in
question: http://www.life.ku.dk/Maalgruppe/medarbejdere/personale/ansaettelse/loen.aspx

Pia Fonsholt, HR, pfo@life.ku.dk
Gudrun Lau Bjerno, glb@life.ku.dk – latest update 8 October 2008

Seminar on intercultural communication for advisors and other administrative staff members
How can we interact successfully with people from different cultural
backgrounds? Join in this interactive seminar and develop strategies for cross-cultural
understanding in your work as an advisor or contact person in an intercultural
setting. Through discussions and activities, you will develop skills and
knowledge for improving your day-to-day work with diverse students.
Time: Wednesday 22 October, 9 am-1 pm
Location: room 1-13 at LIFE
Sign up by sending an email to Cecilie Bech Lindgren (cbli@life.ku.dk) by 17 October.
(Limited space, so sign up soon – it’s first come first served)
Instructor:
Dr Darla K. Deardorff, Executive Director of the Association of International Education Administrators.
In addition to this position, she is an ESL instructor and teacher trainer with more than twelve years of
experience and has lived, taught and worked in Germany, Japan and Switzerland. Dr Deardorff teaches crosscultural courses at Duke University as well as other universities, companies and non-profit organisations. In
addition to presenting at national and international conferences for the past decade, Dr Deardorff has also
served as a consultant on assessment and intercultural competence development to universities and non-profit
organisations.
Cecilie Bech Lindgren
International Student Coordinator
Cecilie Bech Lindgren, Internationalisation and Developing Countries, cbli@life.ku.dk
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Seminar on how to teach in an intercultural classroom
How can we interact successfully with people from different cultural backgrounds? Join this interactive seminar
and develop strategies for cross-cultural understanding in your work as a teacher in an intercultural setting.
Through discussions and activities, you will develop skills and knowledge for improving your day-to-day work
with diverse students.
Time: Tuesday 21 October, 1-4 pm
Location: Ø34 (Senate’s conference room), Bülowsvej 17
Sign up by sending an email to Cecilie Bech Lindgren (cbli@life.ku.dk) by 17 October.
(Limited space, so sign up soon – it’s first come first served)
Instructor:
Dr Darla K. Deardorff, Executive Director of the Association of International Education Administrators.
In addition to this position, she is an ESL instructor and teacher trainer with more than twelve years of
experience and has lived, taught and worked in Germany, Japan and Switzerland. Dr Deardorff teaches crosscultural courses at Duke University as well as other universities, companies and non-profit organisations. In
addition to presenting at national and international conferences for the past decade, Dr Deardorff has also
served as a consultant on assessment and intercultural competence development to universities and non-profit
organisations.

Cecilie Bech Lindgren
International Student Coordinator
Cecilie Bech Lindgren, Internationalisation and Developing Countries, cbli@life.ku.dk
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Annual Commemoration 2008: Sale of tickets for the gala performance at the Opera
The University of Copenhagen will be celebrating its foundation at the traditional Annual Commemoration which
takes place this year on Thursday 20 November.
University staff and students can purchase tickets to the gala performance at the Opera, which will also be
attended by the University management, members of the Danish Royal Family and representatives from
research councils, foundations, the business community and the ministries. This year’s performance of the
ballet Cinderella will start at 7.30 pm (please arrive early and be seated by 7.25 pm).
Tickets are available in three price classes at a discount of approx. 25 per cent on the standard price:
Category C (1st, 2nd, 3rd balcony): DKK 320
Category D (2nd, 3rd balcony): DKK 200
Category S (standing room on 3rd balcony): DKK 70
The tickets will be on sale on a first-come-first-served basis for four days in calendar weeks 43 and 44 outside
the Ceremonial Hall in the main building at Frue Plads (inside the main entrance on the left):
Thursday 23 October and Friday 24 October, 8 am-12 noon
Monday 27 October and Tuesday 28 October, 12 noon-5 pm
Note: Family and friends are welcome – but you may only purchase a maximum of four tickets. Please pay in
cash and remember to bring your student/faculty ID.

Read more about the Annual Commemoration at: www.event.ku.dk/aarsfest
Gudrun Lau Bjerno, glb@life.ku.dk – latest update 8 October 2008

First general meeting: University of Copenhagen’s first joint interdisciplinary runner’s club
Monday 27 October 2008, 4.30-6.00 pm in room HO3, Main Building, Frue Plads
Read more and see the agenda
Pearl Boberg Henriksen, HR and Organisation, pbhe@adm.ku.dk
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Influenza vaccination 2008
This year, it has again been decided to offer all employees at the Faculty of Life Sciences a vaccination against
influenza. The vaccinations, which will be carried out by the official Danish vaccination service, will be
administered at the Frederiksberg, Nødebo, Hørsholm and Taastrup campuses.
The following times have been arranged:
24 October 2008
Frederiksberg, Grønnegårdsvej 7
The library, 1st floor
1.00-2.30 pm
27 October 2008
Frederiksberg, Rolighedsvej 23
A3-21.01 (4-02)
9.00-10.15 am
29 October 2008
Nødebo
Auditorium
3.00-3.15 pm
30 October 2008
Hørsholm
The sickroom
12.00-12.15 pm
5 November 2008
Frederiksberg, Thorvaldsensvej 40
3-07
12.30-2.00 pm
6 November 2008

Taastrup
P-11 (canteen)
1.00-3.00 pm

Employees are free to choose the time and place, but it is obviously sensible to meet at the location closest to
your place of work.
Below you will find additional information about the influenza vaccination.
Folder from Danske Lægers Vaccinations Service (Danish only)
See the schedule on the HR website
If you have any questions, please contact Camilla Willemoes Larsen, HR, on ext. 32022 or at cwl@life.ku.dk
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Copenhagen gets a new bike route
On Thursday, the University of Copenhagen will inaugurate its new bike route ‘The Green Path’. The
inauguration will take place as part of the biggest event of the year at the University: the University Festival,
Universitetets Døgn 2008. The route is designed to encourage staff and students to travel by bike rather than
by car between the various campuses of the University of Copenhagen. Other Copenhageners are, of course,
also welcome to use the new bike route.
Read the press release (in Danish)
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Climate Lecture with climate expert Dr Stephan O. Andersen
The next lecture in the series of Climate Lectures will take place on Monday 27 October. Come and hear Dr
Stephen O. Andersen talk about ‘Experiences from Montreal – approaching a new global climate agreement in
Copenhagen’.
Dr Stephen O. Andersen is an experienced environmental negotiator and has operated for many years at the
front line where international climate agreements are made. He was one of the top negotiators of the Montreal
Protocol, which has been proclaimed by many to be the most successful international environmental
agreements ever negotiated. The goal of the Montreal Protocol is to protect the Earth’s ozone layer by phasing
out a number of harmful gasses.
Dr Stephen O. Andersen will talk about what has made the Montreal Protocol so successful and how this
experience can be utilised when a new climate agreement is to be negotiated in Copenhagen.
Read more about the event and register at http://klima.ku.dk/climate_lectures/stephen_andersen/
Time: Monday 27 October, 4.00-5.30 pm
Place: Ceremonial Hall, University of Copenhagen, Frue Plads
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Day off in connection with child’s second sick day
As part of the 2008 collective agreement negotiations, it will be possible as of 1 October 2008, to take a day off
in connection with your child’s second sick day. Read more in the Employee Handbook (in Danish):
http://www.adm.kvl.dk/emh/content.asp?ID=46
Pia Fonsholt, HR, pfo@life.ku.dk
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New issue of KUreren
KUreren – news from the management – read it at www.kureren.ku.dk
Gudrun Lau Bjerno, glb@life.ku.dk – latest update 5 October 2008

Education
Hear more about the University of Copenhagen’s mentor programme
Are you a graduate student and do you want to prepare yourself for meeting the labour market? Then the
University’s mentor programme may be the right thing for you.
Come to the Geocenter, Øster Voldgade 10, auditorium B on 3 November 2008, 3.15-4.15 pm
The mentor programme offers sparring on your career plans from an experienced person with a healthy career.
You can apply for a personal mentor from among more than 25 private companies, NGOs and public-sector
institutions.
The mentor programme is organised by the Kubulus alumni association and is open to all graduate students at
the University of Copenhagen. The next application round begins soon, so Kubulus is holding information
meetings for anyone interested to learn more about the programme.
Read more at: http://alumni.ku.dk/mentorprogram/ (in Danish)
Gudrun Lau Bjerno, glb@life.ku.dk – latest update 8 October 2008

Alumni association invites you to the Career Fair
If you are interested in finding out more about your future job situation and career options, come to the Alumni
Career Fair on 6 November 2008 from 12.30 to 5 pm in the Ceremonial Hall at Frue Plads, where you can meet,
among others, Novo Nordisk, IBM, Arken, Danish Society for Nature Conservation and many more of our
partners.
The programme includes career histories and smaller sessions on searching for a job. You will have the
opportunity for a personal and informal career chat with the various company representatives – also about
thesis positions, internships and student jobs. DM and DJØF will be there to scan you CV – so don’t forget to
bring it with you!

If you are a graduate student, you can also find out more about applying for a mentor from a company that
operates in your particular field of interest.
Drop by the Alumni Career Fair with your CV under your arm and your head full of career dreams! Read more
and register here http://alumni.ku.dk/karrierebors08/
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Master in Rural Development and Landscape Management
Each element makes up module 1 of the study programme, replacing the original joint module. Both are highly
topical in relation to many jobs in the state, regional and local governments as well as on local task forces and
in the private sector. It is possible to take only one module, but it is recommended to follow the full
programme.
Application deadline: 16 December 2008. See links to the programmes below (in Danish).
For more information please contact the directors of study:
Professor Jørgen Primdahl, Forest & Landscape, tel. +45 3533 1822 or jpr@life.ku.dk
Senior Advisor Hanne Tanvig, Forest & Landscape, tel. +45 3533 1710 or hwt@life.ku.dk

Read more at www.landmaster.dk, where you can also see how to enrol.
Landdistriktsudvikling

Det åbne land
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From research to business – the commercialisation of biotech
Entrepreneurialism is high on the agenda in biotechnology, which is why BIOSA and Venture Cup are hosting a
lecture evening focusing on the path from good idea to biotech company. Come and find out how groundbreaking laboratory inventions can be commercialised and be inspired to turn your research into a business.
Venture Cup Denmark is a business plan competition that will take place again this autumn and this spring. So
it is still possible to take part in this exciting process.
The event will take place on Tuesday 7 October at 6 pm in the Lundbeck Foundation Auditorium at
Copenhagen’s BioCenter, Ole Maaløes Vej 5, 2200 Copenhagen N. The speakers include:
Thomas Kledal, winner of Venture Cup 03/04 with the company INAGEN, which will produce drugs consisting of
toxins attached to signal molecules that are absorbed specifically by virus-infected cells.
Zoran Gojkovic, winner of Venture Cup 01 with the company ZGene, which has developed a technology
platform with prodrug-activating enzymes for cancer treatment.
Come and hear about these good ideas and, especially, about how they were commercialised. Sandwiches and
drinks will be served, and after the event, the discussion will continue at nearby mBar where there will also be

an opportunity to network.
.
Participation is free for everyone, but registration is necessary for planning purposes. The deadline for
registration is Monday 6 October at 12 noon and can be done by email to tilmelding@biosa.org or through our
facebook group.
BIOSA & Venture Cup
Find more information at www.biosa.org and www.venturecup.dk
Gudrun Lau Bjerno, glb@life.ku.dk – latest update 8 October 2008

Novo Scholarship Programme 2009 in Biotechnology and Pharmaceutical Sciences
Novo Nordisk and Novozymes offer scholarships to support graduate training of some of the best students in
the biotechnology and pharmaceutical sciences, including bioinformatics, molecular biology, systems biology,
translational medicine, microbiology, protein chemistry, biophysics, pharmacology, medical research
methodology, pharmacy science, drug delivery and biomedical devices.
Application deadline: 31 October, 2008 at 12 noon - read more here
Berit Albrechtsen, Novo Nordisk, bal@novonordisk@com
Gudrun Lau Bjerno, glb@life.ku.dk – latest update 5 October 2008

Staff news
Associate Professor Peter E. Holm appointed head of ViVa
As head of the ViVa strategic research initiative, Peter E. Holm will be leading the way in the improvement of
international water research.
Peter E. Holm has a degree in civil engineering and a PhD in environmental chemistry and technology from the
Technical University of Denmark. In the period 1995 to 1999, he worked at Vandkvalitetsinstituttet (Water
Quality Institute, now DHI), including three years in management as research coordinator. Since 1999, Peter E.
Holm has been an associate professor of environmental chemistry at the Department of Basic Sciences and
Environment, and from 2003 he has been director of studies for the English-language MSc in Environmental
Chemistry study programme. His research and development career has concentrated on the biochemistry of
metal ions in soil and water.
Read the press release (in Danish)
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Research
KU PhD Challenge 2008 – discover the commercial potential of your research
KU PhD Challenge 08 is an entrepreneurship competition for PhD students at the University of Copenhagen that
gives you the opportunity to explore the business potential of your research project and challenge your fellow
students.

Win DKK 5,000.
(After the KU PhD Challenge, you can continue in the Venture Cup and win prizes of more than DKK 600,000.)
Follow the steps and participate:
Step 1:
Write a short paper (2-4 pages) on the business potential of your PhD project. When writing the paper, you
should take the following questions into consideration:
What makes your research project novel and relevant to the market?
What opportunities do you see for commercialising your project? (When answering this question, you should
reflect on: Is there a market? Who is the target group? Is it possible to get the product patented? Does it save
time and/or money? If your invention aims at replacing existing technologies, how is it better?
Would you consider starting up a company based on your project? Why?
Important Info!
Please note that any invention made as part of your employment must be reported to the University of
Copenhagen pursuant to the Danish Act on Inventions at Public Research Institutions. Thus, inventions must be
reported to the Technology Transfer at the University of Copenhagen before submitting your short paper.
The University will not to block your participation in the PhD Challenge and will process your invention
disclosure as fast as possible. Visit www.tt.ku.dk to find further information about inventions and how to submit
your invention to the University.
Please do not hesitate to contact the Technology Transfer Unit, Commercial Officer Niels Engelhard Nielsen, on
+45 35 32 6330 or send an email to nien@adm.ku.dk if you have any questions regarding inventions.

Step 2:
Submit the paper along with the title and a brief abstract of your PhD project at ku-phd@venturecup.dk
Deadline: 31 October
This competition is organised by Venture Cup in cooperation with the University of Copenhagen. Find more
information about the competition, last year’s winner and how to win on Venture Cup website.

Camilla Hjort, Business Affairs, cahj@life.ku.dk
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University of Copenhagen Climate Portal – have you signed up as an expert?
The purpose of the Spørg KU om klima (Ask KU about the climate) portal – www.spoergomklima.ku.dk – is to
act as a kind of ‘Ask Jeeves’, where journalists, politicians, businesspeople, students, interested citizens or

anyone else can submit questions about the climate and sustainability to the University of Copenhagen’s
experts.
More than 40 researchers have already signed up as experts, but we need a lot more competent scientists who
can help answer the many questions from the public.
Your answers to the questions you receive should be brief and all questions should be answered within two
working days. If you do not think you can provide an answer within that period, you should send the question
back to the Climate Secretariat and it will then be forwarded to another researcher.
Contact Charlotte Brix Andersen chba@adm.ku.dk to sign up as an expert or if you have questions.
The portal is affiliated with the Climate Secretariat.
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IFV Videos on YouTube
Postdoc Åsmund Rinnan from Quality and Technology, Department of Food Science, recorded two videos while
attending a conference this past summer. They can now be seen on YouTube.
See them here Pre-processing of NIR - part 1

-

Pre-processing of NIR - part 2
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Grants
The travel foundation for graduates at LIFE – application deadline 3 November
Of the interest accrued, DKK 30,000 from the above foundation will be available for distribution at the
beginning of 2009.
The purpose of the foundation is to provide financial support to graduates from the Faculty of Life Sciences as
well as to scientific staff and PhD students at the Faculty in connection with study trips in Denmark and abroad.
The application form can be downloaded from the Faculty’s website under For studerende>Legater and
submitted with a data list to the Faculty of Life Sciences/University of Copenhagen, Study and Students’ Affairs,
Bülowsvej 17, 1870 Frederiksberg C by 3 November 2008 at the latest.
Applications without relevant information and enclosures or applications which are received after the deadline
will not be considered.
Applicants who have not heard anything by the end of January 2009 have not received a grant.

Annette Guildal, Study and Students’ Affairs, ag@life.ku.dk
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Research funds etc.
See the updated information on the Research & Information website.

