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News and debate

Open day for bachelors at the Faculty of Life Sciences
This news item was created on: 13 March 2007
On Friday, 2 March, more than 300 potential new students attended the open day event at the Faculty of Life
Sciences.
The study programmes were presented by student advisors, lecturers and students.
In the Marble Hall, each study programme was presented at a stand, where interested visitors could ask
questions to present students on the subjects.
In the lecture rooms, study programme presentations and test lectures could be attended.
The most popular presentations were those on veterinary medicine, natural resources and landscape and urban
planning. The most visited test lectures were the partnerships hortonomy-SLING and food
biology/biotechnology.
The event was concluded at A-vej. The organisers were very happy with the event.
Maja Johansen, Communications, petrine@life.ku.dk – latest update 13 March 2007

The Royal Veterinary and Agricultural University in memoriam – an ode to the old university on its
anniversary. By Bjarne Larsen, horticultural student

This news item was created on: 8 March 2007
The Royal Veterinary and Agricultural University (KVL) fell in the storm on 1 January 2007, just over 148 years
old. KVL was inaugurated on 24 August 1858 as a continuation of the Veterinary School, which was founded by
P.C. Abildgaard in 1773.
For about 150 years, KVL was the only agricultural university in Denmark. And it filled its role well. The old
buildings stood proud and erect at the site at Frederiksberg year after year. Times changed, as things do, but
the buildings remained where they were. That served them best, they thought; otherwise, old Bindesbøl would
probably not have placed them there. Now and then, new buildings were added, but they were always
welcomed by the old ones. For you must keep up with the times. Now and then, new rooms were fitted up in
the old buildings, and the buildings watched in excitement all the things brought about by modern times. The
buildings were not sorry at all, for even during the most extensive modernisation work, the old bricks did not
hurt.
When the oldest building was about one hundred years old, it heard the rector talk about acquiring an
experimental farm all the way out in Taastrup, and that he intended to move the farming all the way out there.
But what would then become of the corn fields and the orchards at Frederiksberg, thought the oldest building.
And it hurt when it saw the old apple trees, which were just as old as the old building itself, be felled. But when
it heard about KVL’s new orchard and vast corn fields in Taastrup, it was happy again. And it became even
happier when it saw the new buildings that rapidly cropped up in the old fields. What a lot of students and
scientists there would now be room for in all those lecture rooms and laboratories, it thought to itself, are there
really so many young people who want to study at our old school? But there were, it soon discovered. And it
was so nice during the week, when all of the old area buzzed with life, full of soul.
The main building felt it had never experienced so much soul and atmosphere before. It must be thanks to our
competent management team sitting in the Senate’s conference room, making all the important decisions, it
thought. For the main building, which housed both the Senate’s conference room and the main lecture hall, was
able to follow everything that happened.
In 1977, the old forge, which was just as old as the main building, was torn down. This made the main building
very sad, and it cried all night when all the people had gone home. Luckily, the anatomy building comforted the
main building so much that the next day it was able to welcome all the competent scientists and students
again. After all, that is the least you can do when you are a world-leading agricultural university.
One day, when the old building was standing there, enjoying the sun, the Danish government decided to merge
the Danish universities. That is what they do in other countries, said the new buildings. Well, then I suppose it
is necessary to keep up with times, it thought to itself. But it was a bit sad at the thought anyway. I wonder
what Abildgaard would have said about a merger with the University of Copenhagen, it thought, feeling a
sudden pain inside. What if they forget about me among all the great buildings at the University of
Copenhagen, it thought. But when the students from the University of Copenhagen came and saw the old main
building, the listed garden, the down-to-earth students and committed scientists and felt the relaxed
atmosphere, they became envious and went home to their dull, grey buildings in the noisy city of Copenhagen.
But they did not forget the unique study environment they had seen, the impressing Friday bar, KVL’s student
association, where committed students involved themselves in student politics and the barns with their cows
and horses.
That was the KVL we knew and loved. The agricultural university full of life and soul, the past and the future;
but most of all full of the present.

Now, the merger is a reality, the old building thought, and it almost could not wait to see what a merger
actually was. But it also was a bit sad. Leif is a bit of an ordinary name, it thought.
That is what we also think. But that will not prevent us from commemorating our old friend, or from taking up
the challenge with the University of Copenhagen and the Danish University of Pharmaceutical Sciences. And
they should know that they have not merged with a Mr Nobody. But with our faithful friend for 150 years.
All honour to the Royal Veterinary and Agricultural University!
Bjarne Larsen, horticultural student
Gudrun Lau Bjerno, Communications, glb@life.ku.dk – latest update 8 March 2007

Announcements

Literature search consultation
This new item was created on: 13 March 2007
Get help with literature search. The library offers one free, personal consultation on how to perform literature
searches in databases. In order to be accepted for a consultation, you must be an employee, PhD student,
post-graduate student or BA student at KVL. A consultation lasts approx. 1 hour and is held by the library’s
subject specialists. In order to benefit from this offer, you must have a well-defined subject with a thoroughly
reviewed formulation of a problem, and you must be able to search in Agroline and have tried to perform
searches in literature databases – and possibly have attended a literature search course.
A literature search consultation comprises the following areas:

•

How to define and structure a subject

•

How to create a search profile for the required subject

•

Which databases are relevant

•

A brief introduction to search techniques in literature databases

•

How to prepare and save your search profile in a database

•

How to evaluate and adjust your search profile

•

How to reuse your search profile in a new database

And (if desired) a brief introduction to: The library’s catalogue Agroline, searching in bibliotek.dk, quotation
searching in Web of Science, searching for electronic magazines, import of references using Reference Manager.
A literature search consultation is prepared on the basis of a form which you are requested to email to the
subject specialist covering your subject; read about subject classification at

http://www.dvjb.life.ku.dk/kv/konsult/fagreferent.aspx. The form is available at
http://www.dvjb.life.ku.dk/kv/konsult/skema.aspx.
Best regards, the library’s subject specialists Henrik, Kristin, Finn, Ida, Mary-Ann and Jytte
Jytte Emanuelsson, DVJB, jye@life.ku.dk – latest update 13 March 2007

Invitation of applications: Green Support Services make crop cultivation facilities available to all of
the University of Copenhagen – deadline for applications 26 March 2007
This news item was created on: 8 March 2007
At Rolighedsvej at Frederiksberg and at Højbakkegård in Taastrup, a total of 3,500 square metres of modern
greenhouses, divided into small units, are available for research, education and study purposes. All employees
and students at the University of Copenhagen may use the facilities, and the gardeners on the sites attend to
the plants and are available to assist you in all practical matters free of charge.
Should you need more space and would like to grow your plants out-of-doors, the experimental farms in
Taastrup offer almost unlimited possibilities. 500 acres of sound Danish soil, cultivated conventionally,
organically, unploughed or unfertilised. You may help decide, to accommodate your research ideas or
experimental desires.
The experimental farms are manned with experimental technicians with broad knowledge and extensive
experience within performance of field experiments in all scales. On the technical side, we have traditional
agricultural machinery, special experimental machinery and measuring equipment for measuring of all kinds of
parameters in soil and plants.
Please contact us if you need more information or go directly to an application form via the website
www.gf.life.ku.dk
Applications for field experiment land must be received by us by Monday 26 March 2007 at the
latest due to the area planning.
Applications concerning greenhouse facilities may be submitted as needs arise.
Best regards, Hanne Lipczak Jakobsen
Hanne Lipczak Jakobsen, Green Support Services, halj@life.ku.dk – latest update 8 March 2007

Venture Cup Phase 2 - on 22 March, lecture room 3-14, 14.30 - 19 - The Venture Cup Jury will award
several prizes of DKK 10,000
This news item was created on: 7 March 2007
You are hereby invited to attend the national final in Phase 2 of this year's competition on 22 March.

This year, the top 15 teams across the country will do 3-minute presentations of their projects followed by
questions, and the jury will subsequently find the winners.
The final will provide you with a rare opportunity to experience creative and promising projects and
entrepreneurs from several universities. There is also the added opportunity to attend the DevelopSolution final
on ideas for developing countries, run in parallel with this event. Food, drinks, and plenty of networking
opportunities will make this event fun for everyone.
Please be sure to let louise@venturecup.dk know if you would like to attend, before March 20 at 9am, or your
place will be made available to others on the waiting list.
The Venture Cup Jury will award 5 prizes of DKK 10,000 to
* The five best Venture Cup teams across the country.
Furthermore, there will be DKK 10,000 prizes for:
* The Best Pitch (best presentation at the final),
* The Best Cross-Institutional Team (best team with participation from two or more universities),
* The Best Service-Based Idea (best idea not based on a physical over-the-shelf product, i.e. culture or music,
web services, subscriptions, consultancy, food service, tourism, etc.),
and
* The Most Original Concept (whether it can win Venture Cup or not)
Finally, a DKK 10,000 prize will be awarded by Develop to:
* The Best DevelopSolution team.
Date: 22 March, 2007
Venue: Lecture room 3-14, Marble Hall, University of Copenhagen, Faculty of Life Sciences (formerly KVL),
Thorvaldsensvej 40, 1871 Frederiksberg C.
Programme: Arrival & Registration 14.30 - 15.00
Welcome and Pitching Round 1 15.00 - 15.55
Break 15.55 - 16.10
Pitching Round 2 & 16.10 - 17.10
DevelopSolution Pitches (separate rooms)
Buffet & Networking / Jury Deliberation 17.10 - 18.00
Announcement of winners 18.00 - 19.00
Buffet & Networking 19.00 We look forward to seeing you at the final!

The Venture Cup Danmark Team
Gudrun Lau Bjerno, Communications, glb@life.ku.dk – latest update 7 March 2007

Research

If you want to look for grants and scholarships, current deadlines for applications for external research funds,
research programmes etc., these can be found in the Newsletter at
http://www.life.ku.dk/Maalgruppe/medarbejdere/kvl_internt/nyhedsbrev.aspx

Here you will also find relevant links.

The Danish foundation Kvægsafgiftsfonden
This news item was created on: 7 March 2007
The foundation Kvægafgiftsfonden hereby invites project ideas/letters of interest with deadline 27 April 2007.
Find additional information and application template here.

Business PhDs contribute new knowledge and inspiration to the company
This news item was created on: 7 March 2007
98 per cent of the companies that have made use of the Business PhD scheme are so satisfied that they intend
to make use of it again. In spite of the success, primarily companies in Greater Copenhagen make use of the
scheme. Now, the Danish Agency for Science, Technology and Innovation will make special efforts to
disseminate the knowledge of the scheme. The publication ”Business PhD – new knowledge for companies and
universities” (ErhvervsPhD - ny viden til erhvervslivet og universiteterne) contains more information about the
Business PhD scheme – both the practical aspects and other companies’ experiences. For your information, see
press release from the Danish Agency for Science, Technology and Innovation. The press release and the
publication were issued on Monday 26 February 2007. The publication can also be found at www.fist.dk

FP7 work programmes have been finalised
This news item was created on: 7 March 2007
To everyone who are presently working on applications for the Seventh Framework Programme:
Ensure that you have the latest and final version of the work programme, in which your topic is described.
Find the final work programme by following this link: http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/dc/index.cfm, and then go the
relevant call and download “work programme”.
Here you can find an overview of the changes.

Call for tenders: study on long-term effects of GM crops
This news item was created on: 7 March 2007
DEADLINE
The deadline for requesting tender documents is 23 March 2007
The deadline for submitting tender documents is 10 April 2007
DETAILS
The Directorate-General Environment has published a call for tenders for a study on the long-term effects of
genetically modified (GM) crops on health, biodiversity and the environment. The main objectives of the study
are to collect and collate information on identified or potential long-term effects of GM crops on health,
biodiversity and the environment; to prioritise the potential risks of the main crop-trait combinations currently
approved worldwide and to identify areas of greater scientific uncertainty.
6-month contract, not renewable. Estimated value excluding VAT – EUR 275,000.
FURTHER INFORMATION
European Commission
Directorate-General Environment
F.2 - Finance, BU-5 00/169
B-1049 Brussels
Contact point: Markets Team
Tel +32 2 296 0008
Fax +32 2 299 4449
E-mail: env-tenders@ec.europa.eu
To see the full details of the call:http://ted.europa.eu/udl?uri=TED:NOTICE:46989-2007:TEXT:EN:HTML

Lars Johannsen, ljo@life.ku.dk – latest update 7 March 2007

Nordic MINT II - EUROPE: ACCESS GRANTED!
This news item was created on: 7 March 2007
Nordic Innovation Centre (NICe) is coordinating the next call for proposal with the EU’s MNT ERA-Net, the
network of European funding programmes for micro- and nanotechnologies (MNT). Through coordination of the
Nordic MINT II call with the MNT ERA-Net call, NICe offers any Nordic applicant the possibility to add European
partners to the consortium. The joint ambition is to commercialise existing research and boost the number of
market-oriented and industry-relevant innovations.
Deadline for pre-proposals: 15 March 2007
Nordic MINT II will focus on:
•

Surface treatment

•

Nanostructured materials

•

Sensor technology

Targeted application areas:
•

Healthcare & well-being

•

Lifestyle, food & packaging

•

Safety

•

Environmental technology

•

Sustainable energy systems (energy storage, fuel cells)

For complete call for proposal including specified themes, application procedures, eligibility criteria and more,
see : www.nordicinnovation.net/min t
Lars Johannsen, ljo@life.ku.dk – latest update 7 March 2007

European Cooperation in the field of Scientific and Technical Research (COST)
This news item was created on: 7 March 2007
The collection date for Preliminary Proposals is 30 March 2007
[The next collection date is envisaged for 30 September 2007]
DETAILS
COST brings together researchers and experts in different countries working on specific topics. It finances
networking of nationally funded activities in supporting meetings, conferences, short-term scientific exchanges
and outreach activities. COST therefore does NOT fund research itself. Currently more than 200 scientific
networks (Actions) are supported. COST receives financial support for its coordinating activities from the EU
RTD Framework Programme. The COST Office, administered by the European Science Foundation (ESF), acting
as the implementing agent for COST, provides the scientific secretariat for COST Domains and COST Actions.

COST invites proposals for Actions contributing to the scientific, technological, economic, cultural or societal
development of Europe. Proposals playing a precursor role for other European programmes and/or initiated by
early-stage researchers are especially welcome. Developing stronger links amongst European researchers is
crucial to building the European Research Area (ERA). COST stimulates new, innovative, interdisciplinary and
broad research networks in Europe. COST activities are carried out by research teams to strengthen the
foundations for building scientific excellence in Europe.
COST is organised in nine broad Domains (Biomedicine and Molecular Biosciences; Chemistry and Molecular
Sciences and Technologies; Earth System Science and Environmental Management; Food and Agriculture;
Forests, their Products and Services; Individuals, Society, Culture and Health; Information and Communication
Technologies; Materials, Physical and Nanosciences; Transport and Urban Development). The intended
coverage of each Domain is explained at www.cost.esf.org.
Proposers are invited to locate their topic within one Domain. However, inter-disciplinary proposals not fitting
readily into a single Domain are also welcome and will be assessed separately.
Proposals should include researchers from a minimum of five COST member states. Financial support in the
range of EUR 100,000 p.a. for normally 4 years can be expected.
SUBMISSION
Proposals will be assessed in two stages. Preliminary Proposals (maximum 1,500 words/3 pages), submitted
using the on-line template at www.cost.esf.org/opencall should provide a brief overview of the proposal and its
intended impact. Proposals not conforming to the eligibility criteria of COST (e.g. requesting research funding)
will be excluded.
Eligible Proposals will be assessed by the relevant Domain Committees in accordance with the published criteria
at www.cost.esf.org. Full Proposals will be peer-reviewed according to the assessment criteria at
www.cost.esf.org/opencall. The decision will normally be taken within six months of the collection date, and the
Actions should expect to start within three months thereof. Approximately 75 Full Proposals will be invited for
final selection of approximately 25 new Actions. Full Proposals will be invited by 11 May for submission by 27
July, with decisions expected in November.
Proposals must be submitted on-line to the COST Office web site.
FURTHER INFORMATION
Proposers may wish to contact their national COST Coordinator (CNC) for information and guidance — see
www.cost.esf.org/cnc.

Lars Johannsen, ljo@life.ku.dk – latest update 7 March 2007

The Danish Council for Strategic Research hosts information meetings on coming calls
This news item was created on: 7 March 2007

On 12 March 2007, the Danish Council for Strategic Research will issue calls for strategic research programmes
2007. Calls from FøSu and KINO, among others, will be published. Anybody who is interested in the themes
(potential applicants) is invited to the following information and contact meetings.
The Programme Committee for Food and Health – FøSu’s 2007 calls in the areas health, food and
biological production, where a total of DKK 291m is available for distribution.
The information and contact meeting will be held on 22 March at 1-5.30 pm at Comwell Klarskovgaard, Korsør
Lystskov 30, 4220 Korsør. Electronic registration (see the invitation)
The Programme Committee for Creativity, Innovation, New Production Methods and Experience
Economy – KINO’s 2007 calls with focus on the areas:

•

“Creativity and Innovation, New Production Methods and Experience Economy” and

•

“User-driven innovation”

The information and contact meeting will be held on 23 March at 1-4 pm in FUHU’s conference facilities,
Fiolstræde 44, Copenhagen K. Registration via the Danish Agency for Science, Technology and Innovation
Lars Johannsen, ljo@life.ku.dk – latest update 7 March 2007

ESF Call for Exploratory Workshops 2007

This news item was created on: 7 March 2007
European Science Foundation (ESF) annually supports some 50 Exploratory Workshops within all main scientific
areas.
Applications can be submitted for support for holding new Exploratory Workshops within one or across several
of the main scientific areas listed below:

•

Biomedical Sciences

•

Life Earth and Environmental Sciences

•

Physical and Engineering Sciences

•

Social Sciences

•

Humanities

•

Science-driven issues of Research Infrastructures in any of the above fields

Grants are provided for holding Exploratory Workshops in the 2008 calendar year. The deadline for applications
is 27 April 2007 at 4 pm.
Read more here
Lars Johannsen, ljo@life.ku.dk – latest update 7 March 2007

ESF Call for EUROCORES themes 2007

This news item was created on: 7 March 2007
European Science Foundation (ESF) contributes to the development of the European research environment
through its EUROCORES programme and hereby invites proposals for new EUROCORES programmes
(EUROCORES themes).
ESF expects to choose and launch about five new EUROCORES theme proposals based on this call. Theme
proposals can be submitted within all main scientific areas.
Proposals are submitted online to ESF. The deadline for applications is 1 June 2007 at 12 noon.
Read more at ESF
Lars Johannsen, ljo@life.ku.dk – latest update 7 March 2007

European Research Council – internal memo

This news item was created on: 7 March 2007
European Research Council (ERC) is a new and promising development of the EU’s 7th framework programme.
The first call is primarily targeted at young researchers, i.e. postdocs whose PhDs were earned at least two
years ago but not more than nine years ago (Starting Independent Researcher Grant).
Here is a link to a brief information memo.
For further information, please contact Poul Petersen, tel. +45 35 32 28 10, pope@adm.ku.dk, Ole Henrik
Haslund, tel. +45 35 32 28 16, ohh@adm.ku.dk <mailto:ohh@adm.ku.dk>, and Harry Havskum, tel. +45 35
32 46 13, hav@adm.ku.dk
Lars Johannsen, ljo@life.ku.dk – latest update 7 March 2007

Education

Contact JA’s ambassador

This news item was created on: 13 March 2007
The trade union Jordbrugsakademikerne (JA) (the Association of graduates (BSc and MSc) in Agricultural
Science, Agri-economics, Horticulture, Forestry, Bio-technology, Natural Resources and Landscape Architecture)
has hired me, Mette Nordvig Sonne, as its first JA ambassador at the Faculty of Life Sciences, University of
Copenhagen. It is my job to establish closer ties between the students and their union. I will do this, among
other things, by making JA more visible at the Faculty of Life Sciences, University of Copenhagen, and by
passing on student wishes, problems and suggestions to JA, for instance concerning job opportunities for
graduates, application techniques, the insurance scheme with the insurance company TRYG, or proposals for
new networks and events.
Gradually, as students acquire more insight into my job function, I will also receive an increasing number of
questions about why it is a good idea also for students to be a member of the union. Many feel that they do not
need union membership until after they graduate.
But JA has much to offer students. First of all, JA collects membership fees on behalf of the students’ academic
associations. This requires much work and means that the academic associations, FB, FLS and FN, can focus on
other, more important things – such as “cool Fridays” for FLS and profiling of the study programmes in both FB
and FN.
JA also arranges events at the Faculty of Life Sciences. The theme magazine moMentum is published four times
a year, and a debate is organised to mark this – mainly targeted at students. The next event is scheduled for
22 March, 4-6 pm, in lecture hall 3-14. The theme is “New paths to plant protection” (Nye veje for
plantebeskyttelse). Everybody is welcome.
JA is also planning to offer students events and courses in, for example, career development and stress
management. These are some of the areas in which I come into the picture. JA would like to offer something
that the students are interested in. If, therefore, you as a student have a fervent wish for a special event or an
idea for something that JA can help with, please feel free to contact me so that I can pass on your idea. At the
moment, I can be contacted both via email and phone, but plans are that I will have fixed “office hours” in
future in “Vandrehallen”. Notices will be posted on this, and the first time will be together with employees from
JA.
I have been hired for the benefit of students, so please feel free to contact me and take advantage of this
opportunity.
Mette Nordvig Sonne, metteson@dsr.kvl.dk – latest update 13 March 2007

Almost done? Get a job in a small firm

This news item was created on: 13 March 2007
If you have almost completed your studies here at the Faculty of Life Sciences and if you would like to work in a
small firm, the Academics Campaign 2007 (Akademikerkampagnen 2007) is very relevant for you.
The Academics Campaign has run for a number of years and, in 2007, will maintain its focus on creating job
openings for academics in small firms. You can register your curriculum vitae in their database and be sent
current job advertisements.

Read more at http://www.life.ku.dk/uddannelse/studerende/erhverv/Jobsøgning.aspx, where you can also find
good, general tips for your job hunting.
Student Counselling Office, stydievejledning@life.ku.dk – latest update 13 March 2007

PharmaConnection: New portal for students with an interest in biotechnology, chemistry and
pharmaceutical science

This news item was created on: 8 March 2007
Through the portal, students can find relevant student jobs, thesis assignments, scholarships and sign up for
company visits. The Internet portal PharmaConnection has been established to create better contact between
students and firms in the pharmaceutical and biotech industries.
Launched on 14 March 2007, the portal www.pharmaconnection.dk is to give students with an interest in
biotechnology, chemistry and pharmaceutical science from all over Denmark the opportunity to get a feel for
the industry and perhaps future employers.
Pharmadanmark has therefore established the portal which offers students more opportunities to gain
experience within the industry. This may be in the form of a student job to supplement the Danish state
education grant (SU), a scholarship or a thesis assignment to get a taste of the research environment. It will
also be possible to sign up for company visits if you are curious about different firms and what they can offer
graduates.
Pharmadanmark is a nationwide organisation that represents students and academics within the pharmaceutical
area, and the vision is for PharmaConnection to become the primary link between students and firms.
For further information on PharmaConnection, please contact: Christine Ussing, cu@pharmaceut.dk, or visit
www.pharmaconnection.dk.
Christina Ussing, PharmaConnection
Gudrun Lau Bjerno, Communications, glb@life.ku.dk – latest update 8 March 2007
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