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Thursday 18 September 2008

Email to the editors: elife@life.ku.dk
Final deadline for editorial changes is Wednesday before publication of eLIFE on Thursday.

Editorial changes may occur in relation to the online newsletter.

As regards links in the newsletter, please refer to the Danish online version at the faculty’s website http://www.life.ku.dk/Maalgruppe/medarbejdere/life_internt/nyhedsbrev.aspx
Gudrun Lau Bjerno, Editor, Communications, glb@life.ku.dk
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Life at LIFE

University Festival: Three quick ones for Niels Balslev Wendelboe
In connection with the upcoming workshop ‘Al den snak om ledelse’ (All that talk about management), which is still open for registration at www.universitetetsdoegn.ku.dk, we have asked Niels Balslev Wendelboe, Vice-director for HR & Organisational Development at the University of Copenhagen, three quick questions: 


* Things have gone very well for 500 years – what do we need HR management for? 
Society has developed in the past 500 years, and the University has as well, especially in recent years. These changes have resulted in, among other things, new demands and new expectations of managers. A large share of our staff have called for good HR management – and good HR management is also an important factor in the large-scale transformation process the University is currently undergoing.


* What is there to be gained from improving HR management at the University? 
With record-low unemployment and significant international competition for the best employees, the University needs to be an attractive workplace. Good HR management is one aspect of this – and it is natural to expect it of any workplace. 

* What do you expect to get out of the workshop? 
Lots of discussion and inspiration. What exactly is good (HR) management at the University? The University of Copenhagen is a very special organisation and shouldn’t management here also be special? I believe it’s important to maintain a broad dialogue in order to develop a common understanding of what we need to focus on. And if I can take some good ideas home to our HR department as well, then I’ll be satisfied. 

Meet Niels Balslev Wendelboe and other University of Copenhagen staff members by registering here
Read more about the workshop here
 

Katherina Ludvigsen
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University Festival: Three quick ones for Hanne Harmsen
At the University Festival Universitetets Døgn, one of the workshops will address sustainable study programmes in the future. We have asked Hanne Harmsen, Vice Provost for Education at the University of Copenhagen, three quick questions: 

Sustainable study programmes

* Does it really matter whether a study programme is sustainable? 
Yes – it is vital that an educational programme be sustainable. Sustainability is not (only) about the environment but also about what students get out of their studies, university finances etc. If a study programme isn’t sustainable, it can’t survive in the long term. 

* How do students benefit from study programmes becoming sustainable? 
Some of our current study programmes aren’t very sustainable in the sense that it is practically impossible, even for very good students, to complete these programmes within the normal time allotted. The structure can be inflexible, and some courses are, in fact, more time-consuming than their ECTS rating suggests. For students in such programmes, the benefits of a more sustainable study programme are obvious – their studies can be completed in a reasonable fashion within a reasonable period of time. 

* What do you expect to get out of the workshop? 
I hope to hear some useful input from the various participants on what elements should be included when talking about the sustainability of a study programme and on how much priority should be given to the various elements... 


Read more about the workshop and register here.
 

Katherina Ludvigsen
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The redwood – the world’s tallest tree

Again, I have to admit, that it is only as a species that we have the world’s tallest tree in the Faculty Gardens, which is a shame, for the world’s tallest tree is much taller than the Copenhagen city hall tower, so it would really be something to brag about. 

We are talking about the Sequoia sempervirens, or redwood. The redwood grows naturally along the Pacific coast of North America from the southern part of Oregon to just south of the Monterey mountains in California. So this coastal tree variety is used to better weather than we can offer it here in Denmark. 

The name Sequoia refers to Georg Guess who had the American Indian name Sequoya. He was the son of a Cherokee woman and a European immigrant, and became famous for developing a Cherokee alphabet and teaching Indians to read. The species name Sempervirens simply means evergreen in Latin. 

Until recently, the tallest known redwood was the ‘Stratosphere Giant’, which measures 113 metres. However, three new redwoods have now been discovered in the dense woods near Eureka, California. The preliminary measurements of the tallest of the trees, which has been dubbed ‘Hyperion’, suggest that the tree reaches 115.2. 

The height of the world’s tallest trees is always the subject of much debate and often extreme exaggeration. Modern laser instruments and the use of tape measures by tree climbers often call older measurements into question. Exaggeration of between 5 and 15 per cent of a tree’s height is not uncommon, the result of a combination of wishful thinking and simple fraud. Previous claims of heights of 130 metres and even 150 metres are hardly likely and should be rejected as extremely unreliable. 

Other giant trees that almost reach the same heights as the redwood include the Douglas fir and the eucalyptus. But it is not known which tree has been the all-time tallest. For instance, the Douglas fir felled in 1895 in British Columbia which was purported to have a height of 127.1 metres is more than doubtful as the photographs of the tree have since turned out to be fakes. 

There is also a physical limit to how tall a tree can get, as it is not possible to grow into the sky like a beanstalk. The water supply sets a natural limit to a tree’s growth, as it requires enormous amounts of energy to pull water all the way up to the top bud at a height of 100 metres. Several factors play a role, but the most significant is the development of air bubbles in the water transport columns, which can effectively stop the movement of water, leaving the top to dry out. So even in the most favourable growth conditions it is physically impossible for a tree to exceed a height of 122-130 metres. 

We once had Denmark’s tallest redwood in the Faculty Gardens, although it didn’t even come close to the heights we have been talking about. The tree, which was from 1949, occupied a sheltered spot near the old library and was almost overgrown by ivy, which protected the tree like a sleeping bag. Every winter, the branches and needles that peaked out of the warm blanket of ivy were singed away, so it was a rather scruffy-looking, partially withered tree. When the new library was built, the redwood was in the way and had to be either felled or moved. We chose the more expensive, 30,000-kroner solution, and a clump 2 metres deep and 3 metres in diameter was carefully dug up and tied together with thick wire netting. 

On the dark morning of 11 December 1993, the tree was moved by a giant crane under the watchful eye of a local news crew, with me as commentator and to the appropriate tunes of “California Dreaming” playing in the background. 


The redwood was placed in its new home, closely surrounded by other evergreens, and was, thus, given every chance of a decent future – or so we thought. The timing could have been better, but throughout the first summer we still kept our hopes up for a successful transplant, but the following winter was hard on the tree and during the summer after that, all the needles withered, leaving only a green tower of ivy. 

Today we have three redwoods in the Gardens – two of which come from seeds collected by the Arboretum in 1993 and planted in the Gardens in 2001. The third tree, a private donation from a collection in northern Oregon, was planted in the Gardens in 1999 as a young sapling of just two years. All three trees appear to be doing very well, and have now reached a height of 4-5 metres. Two of the trees are surrounded by other tall evergreens on each side of the path that goes through the Woods, and the third tree is in the southern section of the Gardens, Sydhaven, also surrounded by other protective evergreens. 

For the sake of thoroughness, I should also mention the Charlottenlund Arboretum, which is part of our Faculty as well. There, in the middle of the park near the small sheds, is a lovely pair of large redwoods which are much taller than our trees here in Frederiksberg. 

The needles of the redwood resemble those of the yew, yet it is most often confused with the giant Sequoia, which is also one of the Californian giant trees, only the needles of the giant Sequoia most closely resemble those of the juniper. 


These two trees are not only confused by laymen; the Geographic Gardens in Kolding has had the same problem. A couple of years ago, we went on an excursion to Kolding and were given a tour by the head gardener. In the brochure about the Gardens, I noticed that there was a redwood, and I was looking forward to seeing the tree. As we drew closer to its location, I asked the senior gardener where the redwood was, and he proudly pointed to a giant Sequoia. And so I broke the news to him that it was not a redwood, but a giant Sequoia, and that the brochure was unfortunately somewhat incorrect. He wasn’t easily convinced, so I finally sent him a couple of twigs to show him the difference. I haven’t heard from him since, so I have no idea whether they have corrected the brochure, and I can see how irritating it must be to have to listen to a visiting senior gardener acting like a know-it-all. 

Kim Greiner, Senior Gardener 
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Announcements

Superuser meeting on AdhocIT

Monday 29 September 2008, 1 pm in room 1-18.
At the superuser meeting, you will be able to provide feedback and express praise and criticism of the AdhocIT helpdesk system to help IT improve the use of AdhocIT or possibly make changes to the system. 

IT will then contact the developer of the system Aventor with the questions and any changes and improvements that you might have. 


There will also be a short review of AdhocIT for new users. 

Lisbet Ring-Hansen, IT, [image: image5.png]
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Night of Culture badges on sale at the library

As a staff member or student at the University of Copenhagen, you have free admittance to the Night of Culture 2008 on the University’s campuses, but family, friends and acquaintances have to purchase badges – which are now on sale at the Faculty of Life Sciences Library.

 

Night of Culture badge: DKK 75

 

Programme – sold alone without a badge: DKK 10

 

Small badges for children up to and including 11 years, available for free with the purchase of an adult badge. Each adult may bring two children with them. For any extra children, adult badges must be purchased.
 

See Night of Culture at LIFE
 

See Night of Culture at the University of Copenhagen
 

See Night of Culture website (in Danish)
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NBEF Launch – The Bioscience Brain-Bank for Top of Europe
We warmly welcome you to the launch of the Nordic-Baltic Expats Forum – The Bioscience Brain-Bank for Top of Europe: 


Thursday 2 October, 2008, 3.00-6.30 pm 

Alexandersalen, University of Copenhagen, Bispetorv 1-3, 1167 Copenhagen K 

Key stakeholders will discuss the importance of people and ideas for the 
Top of Europe to be globally competitive. 

See programme for further information. 

The Nordic-Baltic Expats Forum is the online community of bioscience 
researchers, students and business professionals who have their roots 
in the Nordic-Baltic region and who are currently or recently posted 
abroad. 

The Nordic-Baltic Expats Forum: 

* Gives institutions and companies easy access to talent 

* Connects expatriates with their region 

* Facilitates research collaborations 

* Assists researchers in profiling their expertise 

* Serves as an information portal 

* Brands the Top of Europe as a leading cluster of people and 
ideas 


Please register online for the launch event by Tuesday 30 
September at: www.nordexpat.eu  

On behalf of the NBEF project team: Peter Frank, General Secretary, ScanBalt 
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Conference on hosting international meetings and congresses

Wonderful Copenhagen and the University of Copenhagen hereby invite you to a conference on hosting international meetings and congresses on 29 October 2008 in Copenhagen.

Click here for more information and registration 

Organising international congresses is both a learning experience and a rewarding experience. You help set the international agenda within your subject area, and you have the opportunity to establish good, lasting international contacts – before, during and after the congress. 
At the conference on hosting international meetings and congresses, you will meet a wide variety of representatives of Copenhagen’s hotels, meeting and conference facilities and other service providers. The conference will also give you the opportunity to experience some of Copenhagen’s more unique facilities, and you will find out where professional assistance may be found as regards planning and financing. 
Finally, two speakers – Medical Consultant Søren Brostrøm, PhD, and Medical Consultant Karen Andersen-Ranberg, PhD – will share their experience in hosting and planning international congresses. After the conference, participants will be invited to dinner and entertainment in surroundings steeped in tradition at the University of Copenhagen’s Ceremonial Hall. 
The conference is relevant to anyone who is considering hosting an international meeting or congress in Copenhagen, who is a member of an international association or who is otherwise interested in learning more about how to attract and plan an international congress. 
Participation in the conference is free and there is no obligation. Seating is limited, however, so registration is required. 
We hope that you want to join us and we look forward to welcoming you! 
Kind regards, 
Lars Bernhard Jørgensen 
Managing Director 
Wonderful Copenhagen 
Ralf Hemmingsen 
Rector 
University of Copenhagen 
Deadline for registration: 10 October 2008 
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Lottery for renting the holiday fund’s properties from Christmas until calendar week 22

As an employee at the University of Copenhagen, you have the chance to rent a holiday property through the holiday fund. The holiday fund owns 17 holiday homes, all located in picturesque surroundings in Denmark and Sweden. The holiday fund also has access to two let flats in Paris and Barcelona. The holiday fund’s properties are rented at reasonable prices and may be used all year round. 

Use of the holiday fund’s properties is primarily allocated by lottery. Lots are drawn for every week in Denmark and Sweden in the period from calendar week 52 (Christmas 2008) up to and including calendar week 21 in 2009. The city flats are currently only available in weeks 52 and 1. When the lottery is over, available periods may be booked on a first-come-first-served basis. Weekends in the spring may be booked from 21 November 2008. 
Read more and register for the lottery at www.ferie.ku.dk (in Danish)  
Application period: 12 September until 1 October 2008. 
All participants in the lottery will be contacted with the results of the draw by no later than 10 October 2008. 

Pia Munk Banche, Feriefonden (the holiday fund), [image: image10.png]
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Staff news

Farewell to Librarian Jadwiga Ravnbøl – farewell reception, 22 October, 2-4 pm
Librarian Jadwiga Ravnbøl is retiring after more than 20 years’ employment. This milestone will be marked by the Library with a reception on 22 October 2008 from 2-4 pm in the Library lunch room at Dyrlægevej 10. 
We hope to see many current and former colleagues on this festive occasion. 

Marianne Grützmeier, Faculty of Life Sciences Library 
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Research

Research partnership in the field of biomass

Forest and Landscape at the University of Copenhagen’s Faculty of Life Sciences has recently entered into a promising partnership with Novozymes on a four-year research project. The objective of the project is to contribute to the development of new, sustainable technologies within the use of biomass for chemicals and energy. 

Source: Stat & Kommune, 10 September 2008
 

From LIFE’s press coverage
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United Nations University Expert Network
Does your work involve research and capacity development in governance and sustainable development, with a focus on developing countries? 
Then you may be interested in adding your name to an international database of scholars compiled by the United Nations University. 

The United Nations University (UNU), headquartered in Tokyo, Japan, is a global think-tank of the United Nations with offices around the world. UNU conducts research and capacity development in governance and sustainable development, with a focus on developing countries. 

A central aspect of our mandate involves building an international database of scholars that we can call upon in the future for their expertise. This expert network aims to provide a service by linking specialists around the world, facilitating the spread of knowledge and expertise on a truly global level. 

If you are interested in being added to the list of experts, please fill out our online form. The link for our online form is http://www.ony.unu.edu/unuexpertsnetwork/. For any further information about UNU, please see our website at www.unu.edu. 

Read more about the United Nations University office in New York and UNU’s director, Dr. Jean-Marc Coicaud. 

Thank you for your assistance in helping UNU compile our worldwide database of scholars. 

Please do not hesitate to contact Anna Chrisp, the UNU Office at the United Nations, New York (details below), with any questions or for further information. 


Anna Chrisp 
Junior Professional Fellow 
United Nations University 
Office at the United Nations, New York 
2 UN Plaza, Room DC2-2060 
NY, NY 10017 
(t) - 212-963-6387 
(f) - 212-371-9454 
anna@ony.unu.edu 
http://www.ony.unu.edu 

UNU-ONY Video: 
http://link.brightcove.com/services/link/bcpid348471255/bctid1395205670  
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From videnskab.dk: More Danish researchers going after EU funding
Talented Danish researchers have opened their eyes to the large sums of money that are available through the EU. Courses, good advice and better publicity are the way forward according to both critics and responsible government officials. Read Thomas Hoffmann’s article (in Danish) at www.videnskab.dk 
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Grants

Fondet for videnskabelige studier vedrørende sygdomme og deres behandling hos hund og kat og andre mindre selskabsdyr
Applications to the above fund are now invited. A total of DKK 125,000 is available for allocation in November 2008. Application deadline 15 October.

The object of the fund, popularly known as the “Fund for Combating Diseases in our Pets”, is to support the initiation and completion of studies which are likely to improve the diagnosis and treatment of diseases in pet animals. Studies in which diseases or other illnesses are induced in healthy animals, however, are not supported. 

Applicants must complete the application form, which can be downloaded on the faculty website under Grants. The application with relevant enclosures must be submitted to the Faculty of Life Sciences, Study and Students' Affairs, 1870 Frederiksberg C, no later than 15 October 2008.

Applications without relevant enclosures or specified budgets or which are received after the deadline will not be considered.

The grant award will be announced in November 2008 in eLIFE and the grant recipients will be notified directly. Letters of rejection will not be sent.
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Research funding 
See the updated information on the Research & Information website. 

