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Plagiarism It is considered a very serious offence for a researcher to present the words, ideas, illustrations
etc. of other researchers as if they were his or her own. This is called plagiarism. B Plagiarism is a serious
offence because the plagiarist takes credit for work that rightly belongs to someone else. In that sense it can
be considered stealing. M In this way, the plagiarist appears to be more creative and full of ideas than he or
she really is. You may also consider plagiarism a type of fraud because the plagiarist may achieve benefits in
connection with job applications, scholarships etc.

Consequences |f a publicly employed researcher is discovered plagiarising the work of others, it has serious
consequences for that person. In gross cases, sanctions such as dismissal or degradation may be applied. H
Plagiarism is an equally serious offence when committed by students. If, say in a written assignment, you
present other people's words, ideas, illustrations etc. as if they were your own, you make yourself guilty of
exam fraud. If you are found out, sanctions will be applied. In serious cases you may be expelled from the
university.

Acknowledge your sources It is very important that you carefully state and acknowledge all sources of
words, ideas and illustrations used in your academic work. By illustrations we mean tables, figures and images.
B Quotes should be clearly marked using quotation marks or similar textual means. Quotes should be
reproduced without changing the original text. In addition, you must state the full and correct source of your
quote. M If you reproduce the ideas of others in your own words, it is still important that you state the original
source. Similarly, the original source must be mentioned if you modify or change illustrations. M You are also
obliged to state the source of words, ideas and illustrations, even if the original author has sold or given you
the rights to the material.

It is your responsibility If you are unaware of having reproduced the work of others this is a mitigating
circumstance, but it does not exempt you from responsibility. Accordingly, students are obliged to keep track of
the sources they use in e.g. written assignments. B These rules and principles apply, irrespective of the media
used. This means, among other things, that references to information found on the Internet or in newspapers
must also be stated. B The only exception to this rule is when the origins of words and ideas are generally
known and accepted. If, say in a physics assignment, you
refer to Newton's law of gravity or in a genetics assignment you
refer to Mendel's laws of heredity, you do not need to state the
source. M What may be considered generally known and
accepted depends on the context. If you are unsure of whether
or not to state the source, you should consult your
teacher/supervisor.
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Further information For more information on how to
quote and make references, see:
http://www.cems.uwe.ac.uk/~tdrewry/referencing.htm
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Plagiering Er man forsker, anses det for en alvorlig forseelse at gengive andres ord, ideer, illustrationer
m.m., som om de var ens egne. At bega denne forseelse kaldes for plagiering. B Der er tale om en forseelse,
dels fordi man fratager ordenes, ideernes eller illustrationernes ophavsmand eller -kvinde aren for deres
indsats. Man kan sige, at der er tale om en form for tyveri. M Dels pynter man sig sa at sige med lante fjer og
fremstar mere idérig, kreativ m.m., end man egentlig er. Man kan sige, at der er tale om en form for svindel,
hvorved man uretmeessigt kan opna fordele i forbindelse med ansegning om stillinger, stipendier og lignende.

Konsekvenser Gribes en offentligt ansat forsker i plagiering, kan det f& alvorlige konsekvenser. Der vil i
grove tilfeelde blive grebet ind med tjenstlige sanktioner sasom fyring eller degradering. M Plagiering er en
mindst lige sa alvorlig forseelse, nar den begas af studerende. Hvis man fx i en skriftlig opgave gengiver andres
ord, ideer, illustrationer m.m., som om de var ens egne, er der tale om en form for eksamenssvindel. Bliver
det opdaget, vil der blive sat ind med sanktioner. | grove tilfeelde kan det komme pa tale at bortvise den
studerende fra universitetet.

Husk kildeangivelser Derfor er det vigtigt, at studerende i forbindelse med skriftlige opgaver og lignende
er meget omhyggelige med at angive kilderne til de ord, ideer, illustrationer m.m., som gengives. Med illustra-
tioner menes figurer, tabeller og billeder. M Er der tale om et direkte citat, skal dette tydeligt markeres ved
brug af anferelsestegn eller tilsvarende midler. Citater skal gengives uden @ndringer i deres ordlyd. Desuden
skal der anfares en korrekt og fuldsteendig kilde. M Er der tale om, at man gengiver en andens ideer med egne
ord, er det stadig helt afgerende, at der i direkte tilknytning til gengivelsen anfares en kilde. Pa tilsvarende vis
skal kilden stadig anfares, selv om man modificerer eller @ndrer i illustrationer. M Pligten til at anfare kilden
til ord, ideer og illustrationer opharer ikke, fordi ophavsmanden har solgt eller foraeret én retten til at bruge
vedkommendes ord, ideer og illustrationer.

Det er dit ansvar Det er en formildende omstendighed, hvis man uden selv at vare klar over det kommer
til at gengive andres ord og ideer, som om de var ens egne; men det fratager ikke én for ansvar. Saledes er der
for studerende en pligt til lebende via notater og lignende at holde rede pa kilderne til de ord og ideer, som
gengives i skriftlige opgaver og lignende. M Principperne og reglerne for at anfere kildeangivelser gaelder
uanset medie. Det vil bl.a. sige, at der ogsa skal kildehenvis-
ninger til materiale fundet pa internettet eller i en avis. l Den
eneste undtagelse til reglen om, at man skal angive kilder til
ord og ideer er, nar der er tale om ord eller ideer, hvor det er
almindeligt kendt, hvor de kommer fra. Hvis man fx i en
fysikopgave henviser til Newtons lov om massetiltreekning,
eller man i en genetikopgave henviser til Mendels arveligheds-
love, behover man ikke at anfere en kilde. M Hvad der kan
anses for almindeligt kendt afhanger af sammenhaengen. Hvis
man er usikker, er det altid klogt enten at anfere kilden eller at
sparge ens lerer/vejleder.

Laes mere For nermere anvisninger pd, hvordan man citerer
og laver henvisninger til kilder, se: Dahl, A. et al. (2007):
Styrk projektarbejdet — En redskabsbog til problem-

orienteret projektarbejde, Biofolia, Frederiksberg. P | a g | e r| n g
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